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Abstract The Book of Mormon exhibits the intimate relationship between God and his people. The brother of
Jared’s experience is a fine example. The driving force
of the prophets was moral and religious, rather than
economic and political. Social injustice was condemned by Nephi, Jacob, Alma, and Captain Moroni.
Although little is said about the status of the family,
respect for women and family affection are standard.
Workers were well treated and friendship was promoted between Nephites and Lamanites. The Book of
Mormon displays a high caliber of personal religion
and brotherhood.

The Book or Mormon 's Message on
Brotherhood

Abstract: The Book of Mannon exhibits the mtl mate relationship between God and his pt.-ople. The brother of Jared's experience
is a fine example. The driving force of the prophets was moral art!
religious, r3ther than economic ::md political. Social injustice was
condemned by Nephi. Jacob, Alma, and Captain Moroni. Although
litt le is said about the status of the family, respect for women arxl
family affection are standard. Workers were well treated and friendship was promoted between Nephites and Lamaniles. The Book of
Mormon d:isplays a high caliber o f personal religion and brotherhood.

God's Covenant Relationship with His People
One of the conspicuous religious characteristics found in the
Book of Mormon is the wann persona l relat ionship ex isting
between God and his people. To the Nephite branch of Israe l, God
Wa,1; not a remote be ing, shut off fro m men by an impenetrable
veil and acti ng o nly thro ugh secondary causes and impe rsonal
Jaws. He was a li ving, pe r~o nal. dynami c being who entered into a
covenant re latio n ~ hi p wi th these people even as with the ancie nt
Hebrews.
The idea of a covenant between God and hi s people is
expressed more than 115 limes in the Nephite record. The close
Tills
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prl'l·iou.dy puhhsht't/ ill Ih .. Ensign 3 (Mt/rch 1073): 56--59.
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relationship !!xisling belween the Nephiles and God enabled them
understand more completely the conduct thai God required of
them. Therefore, we shou ld not underrate or deprecate the sign ificance or this sacred book as a means to the Solulion of many of
our own religious problems.
To be sure, Nephile society. even in its period or full nower,
must have been relatively simple and primitive co mpared with our
own vast complex, and highl y organized socia l structure. Nevertheless, we can use much of the religious teaching of the Nephites
just as it stands, because it expresses eternal principles of righteousness that through generations of time remain immutably the
same.
One or the finest examples of the inti mate relationship that
exists belween God and hi s people is detailed in the book of
Ether. In this account, a great prophet known only as the brother
of Jared wenl up all a high mountain and prayed that the Lord
would touch sixteen small :stones so Ihal they would give orf light.
These stones were to illuminate eight ships In which the prophel'~
people were to cross the sea to a new continent. The Lord did a',.
he was aske(i and touched the stones one by one with hi s finger.
The vei l wa<; lifted from the eyes of the brother of Jared, and he
saw the finger of the Lord: yet he feared and fell down before
him. The Lord knew Ihe great faith of the man before him and
revealed himselr to the prophet. The premortal Savior then said:
10

Behold,1 am he who wa~ prepared from the roundation of the world to redeem my people. Behold. I am
Jesus Christ. . .. In me shall all mankind have life, and
thaI eterna ll y, even they who shall believe on my name;
and they shall become my sons and daughters.
And never have I showed myself unlo man whom I
have created. ror never has man believed in me as thou
hast. Seest thou thm ye are creafed after mine own
image? Yea, even all men were cre.lled in the beginning
after mine own image.
Behold, this body, which ye now behold , is the
body of my spirit, and man have I created after the
body of my sp irit; and even as I appear UnlO thee to be
in the spirit will I appear unto my people in the fl esh.
(Ether 3: 14- 16)
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Social Issues in the _Book of Mormon
Students of religion are interested in di scovering the attitude
of Book of Mormon prophets toward injustice, poverty, wealth,
cruelty, luxury, slavery, and other social questions.
We know that Nephi. as a prophet-king, ruled with justice,
equity, and righteousness. But we know little or nothing about the
attitudes of the kjngs who succeeded him, at least until the days of
the elder Mosiah (Omni I: 12), with regard to such soci al issues.
However. judging from the prophetic writings of Jacob. Enos.
Jarom, and Amaleki, we can justly assume the existence of a great
deal of social injustice during their time.
Jacob bitterly attacked the illicit marriage practices of
Nephites who took unto themselves many wives and concubines.
and excoriated the men who were guilty of breaking the hearts of
their legitimate wives and children. Jacob chastised hi s errmg
brethren in this manner:
And the hand of providence hath smiled upon you
most pleasingly, that you have obtained many riches;
and because some of YOll have obtained more abundantly than that of your brethren ye are lifted up in the
pride of your hearts, and wear stiff necks and high
heads because of the costliness of your apparel, and
persecute your brethren because ye suppose that ye are
beHer than Lhey .
And now, my brethren, do ye su ppose that God
juslifielh you in this thing? Behold, I say unto you,
Nay. But he condemneth you, and if ye persist in these
things his judgments must speedily come unto you.
Think of your brethren like unto yourselves, and
be familiar with all and free with your substance, that
they may be rich like unlo you. But before ye seek for
riches. seek ye for the kingdom of God. (Jacob 2: 1314. 17-18)
The prophet Alma shows concern for brotherhood among the
Nephites by denouncing those who mock and persecu te their fellowmen; moreover, he takes to task lovers of luxury and riches
who think they are belfer than the ir less fortunate brethren:
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Is there one among you thut doth make a mock of
his brOlher, or thal heapeth upon him persecutions?
\Yo unto suc h an one ....
. . _ yea, will ye still persist in the wearing of costly
ilpparel and setting your hearts upon the vain things of
the world, upo n your riches?
Yea, will ye persist in supposing that ye are better
one thun another? (Al ma 5:30-31, 53-54)
Careful study revea ls that the Nephiles had hig hly enlig htened
views on the use of riches and aJso on pride, power, inequality,
authority, and "the vain things of the world" (see 3 Nephi 6: 12~
15).
It is a curious fact that the Book of Mormon uses the word
il/jlls lice onl y twice (Alma 42:1. 55: 19); but the word justice is
used about s ixty times. The word cruelty is used only once and
cruel twice; yet, the Nephite record uses mercy about eighty-four
times, merdful forty-six times, and compassion twelve times.
The Nephite position on slavery (used only once) may be
judged from the following passage, which refers to Moroni, a
great general:
And Moroni was a strong and a mi ghty man ; he
was a man of a perfect understanding; yea, a man thai
did nor delight in bloodshed; a man whose sou l did joy
in the liberty and the freedom of his country , and his
brethren from bondage and slavery _ (Alma 48: II)
Moreover. in all periods of Nephite hislory. a great antipathy to
bondage is cxpressed.
Whcn the Nephile people reached the acme of the ir social and
relig ious development after Ihe coming of Chri SI, they lived in a
state th at the world today might well envy : The Book of Mormon
records that:
The people were all converted unto the Lord, upon all
the face of the land, both Ncphites and Lamanites, and
there were no contentions and disputat ions among
them. and every man did deal justly with one another.
And they had all th ings common among them:
therefo re there were not rich and poor, bond and free,
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bUllhey were all made free, and partakers of the heavenl y gift. (4 Neph i 1:2-3)
Throughout the Book of Mormon it is evident that the driving
force of the prophets was moral and religious. rather than economic and political. The prophets did not attack social and economic di stinctions as such among their people, but seem to have
regarded equal econom ic opportu nity and social station as the
ideal. The ir main co ncern was with right and wrong, with justice
and oppress ion, with mercy and man's inhumanity to man.
It should not be inferred from their frequent concern with the
ri ch and riches that the Nepbites were sociali sts. Riches and the
rich were denounced only when fundamental human fights and
well-being were violated.
The constant humanitarianism of the prophets of the Book of
Mormon. their drive againSt iniqui ty and all forms of oppression.
and their passionate concero for the happiness and welfare of their
people confer on thei r teachings a perenn ial val ue and everl asting
validity.
Perhaps because the Book of Mormon is onl y an abridgment,
we find lillie said about the statu s of the fami ly. However, e n oug h
is said to give us a fair idea of the relations ex isting between husbands and wives and children and parents. We ca n assume that the
early Nephites and Jaredites had family customs ve ry similar to
those of other normal Mideast peoples of their times. Ordinarily,
Mideast society was a man's society. That is the reason relatively
little is said in the Old Testament about women. Poss ibl y the same
reasonin g would al so appl y to the Book of Mormon.
It mu st not be s upposed that women and c hildren were not
loved and respected. But the man's plaee in society wu.<; em phasized more than is the custom today . That it was the ideal of
Nephite husba nds to love the ir wives is shown by the Book of
Ma nnon in man y ways. The prophets, too. believed in h appy
families (see Jacob 2:31 - 32; 3:5-7, [0).
Members of Nephite families had normal affecti on for each
other. as is. noted if! a de!icriptive pa.ssa.ge that des.criht>s a sit uat ion
following defeat in battle:
And now there was a g reat mourning and lamentation among the people of Limhl. the widow mourning
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fo r her husband, the son and the daugh ter mo urni ng
for thei r fathe r, and the brothers for their brethren.
(Mosiah 2 1:9)
In

a n ot h l~ r

place we rend th at:

The Nephiles were inspi red by a betler cause, for th ey
were not fig ht ing fo r monarchy nor power hut th ey
were f ight ing fo r their homes and their liberties, thei r
wives and their children, and their all ....
And again , the Lord has said that: Ye shall defend
your families even unto bloodshed. (A lma 43:45, 47)
Li ttle is said in the Book of Mormon about the status of hired
servants. No mention is made of workers' guilds or the equi valent
of our modem unions. Re ference is oflen made to ski lled work··
ma nship in various fields of endeavor, but the social state of
workers and the conditions under wh ich they worked are rarely
dealt with. Since in normal ti mes the Nephites and Jaredites were
spiritually enligh tened peoples, it is likely that the status of the
hired servan t and worker was reasonably good.
The Nephites and Jarcdi tes, like most peoples, practiced the art
of fr iends hi p. Though no stories of warm personal re lat ionships
such as those of Dav id and Jonathan or Ruth and Naomi of th{:
Old Testament are recorded in the Nephite scripture, we do find
instances of fri endship that must have been unu suall y fine (see
2 Nephi 1030-3 1; Alma 17: 1- 3; 3 1:6).
Thai the Nephites did attempt to promote friendly relati ons
between Ihemselves and their traditional enemies. the Lamaniles, is
pointed out a number of times in the Book of Mormon (see
Mosiah 28: 1-8).
The Nephite attitude toward borrowing from one's ne ighbor
is beautifully ex pressed in the fo llowin g words:
And I would that yc should remember, th at whosoever among you borroweth of hi s neighbor shoul d
return the thing that he borroweth , accord ing m. he
doth agree, or else thou shalt commit sin ; and perhaps
thou shalt cause thy neighbor to commit sin also.
(Mosi:lh 4:28)
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A strong humanitarian strain runs through the entire Book of
Mormon, sufficient to conclude that the principles of personal
religion and brotherhood as taught in that book are of a surprisingly high caliber.

